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Navy Reveals LSD Use 
Oil Depressed Patients 

By Bill Richards < f)f] “T^ 

' Washington Post Staff Writer 


A Navy researcher used , pa- 
tients classified as “mentally 
depressed/” in; a series of LSD 
experiments 'conducted! during 
the early 1950s at Bethesda. 
Naval Hospital, a Navy spokes- 
jgan said/ yesterday. ' 

-The experiments were con- 
ducted at the hospital to de- 
termine ithe" : potential thera- 
peutic benefits of the halluci- 
nogen during 1950 and 1951, 
the spokesman said’., y 
v He said.the researcher, Dr. 
Charles Savage, who is now a 
civilian and a physician at the 
Loch Rayen, Veterans’ Admin- 
istration : -Hospital,, in Balti- 
more, could not recall the 
names of those who were in- 
v61yed,in the experiments. \ 
:'2“I>rJ Savage 1 believes those 
involved were properly, ad- 
vised of what they were going 
to be administered and. that 
the study was approved in - ac- 
cordance with existing .regula- 
tions af that time,” he said. , : 

The -'spokesman said there 
were no Navy regulations cov- 
ering the use of LSD at the 
time of the experiments. /Sav- 
age could not be reached for 
comment yesterday. 

The Navy experiments in- 
volved a total of 20 patients at 
the hospital; including 15 who 
Were described, as mentally de- 
pressed by the spokesman. He 
said he had no further infor- 
mation on the condition of the 
patients. 


The experiments, he said, 
were conducted as psychiatric 
Research and the results were 
published in The American 
Journal of Psychiatry in 1952. 

No other ; experiments in- , 
volving LSD or any other hal- 
lucinogen were, conducted or 
funded by the Navy, the 
spokesman said. 

The Army said recently that 
it tested LSD on 1,500 volun- 
teer servicemen and civilians 
and used other powerful hallu- 
cinogens on thousands more 
volunteers; Those experiments 
were to develop both offensive 
and defensive weapons, ac- 
cording to some officials con- 
nected with the program. 

The Air Force has also said 
it funded LSD experiments at 
five universities, some of 
which involved' mental pa- 
tients. Researchers in some of 
those studies have , said they 
were also designed to develop i 
the hallucinogen as a weapon [, 
or, to counter it being used by 
some other military force as a 
weapon against the U..S. 

In acknowledging ' its IJ3D 
tests the Navy said yesterday 
that at the . time the drug was v 
thought to be potentially im- 
portant for the treatment of 
psychosis, depression and alco- 
holism. ? ■ ■- 

“Research since then has re- 
vealed that LSD has a poten- 
tially dangerous effect on hu- 
mans,” he said. 
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